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NO PARKING ON SCHOOL HILL ‘THURSDAYS’ PLEASE! 

 
CATCH UP PREMIUM 
 

We wanted to update you with the work that we are doing to enable the children to 

catch up with their learning after the national lockdown earlier this year.  

Since they have returned to school in September, teachers and teaching assistants have 

been working hard helping the children to fill gaps in their learning, whether this is due to 

work that the children have missed or not had the chance to properly consolidate. During 

this time, we also have assessed all the children through their class work and some tests 

so that we have a clear idea of what they need to do next. Many have done well over 

lockdown, especially in reading. Over the rest of this term our ongoing support for the 

children will include: - 

a) Continuing with focussed teaching to fill gaps and reinforce learning in the 

classroom. 

b) Provide additional support for groups of children, which will be carried out by class 

teaching assistants to target specific areas of learning, such as comprehension in 

reading, spellings and mental arithmetic. 

c) Continuing with our increased level of support from Mrs Pollard who is available to 

help children who may be worried or anxious about the return to school or any 

other matters that might impact on their wellbeing. 

d) Starting this week, Mrs Bush will be timetabled to give specific support to groups 

of children in Year 5 and Year 6 selected by their class teachers to develop their 

skills in key areas, which will be across the ability range. An example might be that 

in writing the sessions focus on sentence construction.  
 

We will be using our allocation from the Government grant to employ additional part-

time teaching assistant support, so that Mrs Bush will be able to undertake more of this 

work after Christmas with more children across the whole school. 

We are trying hard in school to continue to give the children a wide range of activities so 

the children will be continuing to Garden, Cook and enjoy P4C, PE Art, etc… Therefore, it 

is vital that, whenever you can, you support the children by hearing them read and spend 

time with them ensuring that they keep up with their homework. This will play a crucial 

part in helping them with their learning. 

http://www.stjbps.co.uk/


We want the wide range of lessons to continue so the children feel that we are back to 

normal as much as possible.  We want to ensure that children keep enjoying school and 

do not become worried about feeling that they have missed out. So please reassure them 

if they seem anxious, they will be fine and let us know, so that we can make sure that 

they feel well supported in school. 

STAFF 
 

We are very pleased to welcome Mrs Hurren to our team.  She is working in Willow as 
the class teaching assistant.  
 

ASTRACOLOUR FAMILY PHOTOS 
 

As you know, Astracolour were with us today taking individual photos of the children.  
We appreciate that some parents are disappointed that family photos couldn’t be 
organised. However, we have spoken to Astracolour, who have advised us that they have 
agreed with other schools to take family photos in the summer term, alongside the usual 
class photos.  Therefore, we hope that this will be possible for us too as long as the 
Government’s Covid-19 guidelines allow children from different ‘bubbles’ to mix in the 
summer term.  We hope that you understand that we need to be fair across the school in 
these unusual times. 
 

REMINDER - CHILDEN IN NEED – FRIDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2020  
 

On Friday everyone can come to school dressed in spotty clothes.  We would be grateful 
if the children could bring in a voluntary donation for Children in Need.  Please remember 
that the children will still be going outside at break times, so should have suitable 
footwear for running around the playground! 
 

SHOE BOX APPEAL 
 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to the Mustard Seed Charity ‘Love in a Box’ 
appeal – you generously filled 36 shoe boxes this year, which have been collected and 
will soon be on their way.  Once again, many thanks for your continued support. 
 

SCHOOL HILL PARKING  
 

Once again, please can we ask car users to park considerately on School Hill and try to 
find alternative parking on Thursdays to give our neighbours one free car day a week on 
School Hill. Thank you for your support.  
 

RUCKSACKS 
 

Please can we remind parents and children that rucksacks should not be brought into 
school to carry books, packed lunches etc.  We are still trying to keep personal belongings 
carried to and from school to a minimum.  Please use a book bag, either a school book 
bag or similar that is not bigger than 37cm x 30cm.   
 

We appreciate your support following the recent suggestion that parents and carers wear 
masks at drop off and collection.   
 



 
 
 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
  November  13 Children in Need fundraising 

17 PTA Zoom meeting 
email sadierockliffe@outlook.com for the link 

20 Henry V performance – Shakespeare Club please 
arrive at 5.30 pm 

 
December      9 & 10 PTA Elfridges Christmas shop – details to follow 
   18 Last day of term 
 
 

 

 
Recent correspondence: 
 

 Letter to Shakespeare Club regarding forthcoming performance on 20/11/20 
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